SILVER STAR MEDAL

The SILVER STAR is awarded to a person who, while serving in any capacity
with the U.S. Armed Forces, 1s cited for gallantry in action against an enemy
of the United States while engaged in military operations involving conflict with
an opposing foreign force. The reqguired gallantry, while of a lesser degree
than that require for award of the distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross,
or air Force Cross, must nevertheless have been performed with marked
distinction. Established in 1918 as the Citation Star, it is the third highest
military decoration that can be awarded to a member of the United States
Armed Forces

Attachments: Bronze Qak Leaf Device, silver Qak Leaf Device.

As we understand, on April 5, 1945, Irwins' unit had lost
communication links to the main command station and he,
having his truck ready, volunteered to drive THROUGH
ENEMY LINES for help.

This is a copy received from the National Archives and Records Administration by James
Hutchins in June of 2007. He is the son of Ike Hutchins, brother of Irwin F. Hutchins.

Under the provisions of AR 600-45, dated 22 September 1943, and Memorandum Number 34,
Headquarters Ninth U S Armv, dated 8 September 1944, the Silver Star is awarded for
gallantry in action on the dates and in the countries indicated, to:

Irwin was the 16th name on this page.

Private First Class Irwin F. Hutchins, 36182045, field Artillery, 78 th Armored Field Artillery
Battalion - 5 April 1945 in Germany. Entered military service from Michigan. Notice that
Staff Sergeant Emery C. Cooley received the same award on the same day.

(Cither names in order of date.

1944

Lientenant Colonel Ernest F. Jenista, 0-2709XX, Infantry, 41st Armored Infantry Regiment,
1 to 4 October 1944 in Germany. Entered military service from Kansas.

Technical Sergeant Thomas L. McFarland, 3401858XX, Signal Corps, 142nd Armored Signal
Company, 3 and 4 October 1944 in Germany. Entered military service from Mississippi.

Staff Sergeant Thomas O. Carpenter, 140102XX Armored, 66th Armored Regiment,
6 August 1944 in France. Entered military service from Arkansas.

Febrmary 1945

Technician Fifth Grade Thomas J. Gallagher, 327088XX, Armored, 67th A1mored Regiment,

28 February 1945 in Germany. Entered military service from New Yorlk.

March 1945
FPrivate First Class Jay L. Nelson. 191165XX, Infantry, 41st Atmored Infantry Regiment, 1
March 1945 in Germany. Entered military service from Utah.
Technician Fifth Grade Howard F. Caven, 151180XX, Infantry, 415t Armored Infantry
regiment, 1 March 1945 in germany. Entered military service from Ohio.
Private First Class Dolmus T. Kathcock, 349822XX, Armored, 67th Armored Regiment, 1
March 1945 in Germany. Entered military service from Mississippi.

Continued on next page
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Continued

Both Dick Bale and Irwin Hutchins were awarded the Presidential Unit Citation
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